
A	NEW	CHAPTER	IN	PALLIATIVE	CARE

THE NEW ASSISI HOSPICE

Every One Matters  •  Every Moment Counts



•	 The	current	Assisi	Hospice	building	was	the	FMDM	Sisters’	
convent	–	the	Sisters	vacated	and	refurbished	it	into	a	new	
hospice	in	1993.	You	can	still	find	the	convent’s	kitchen	tiles	in	
the	Community	Engagement	office	today.

•	 When	we	ceased	the	admission	of	long-term	care	patients	in	
1993,	we	continued	to	care	for	two	of	our	residents	as	they	had	
little	or	no	family	then,	until	2014.

•	 In	2001,	a	Day	Care	Centre	was	opened	for	children	with	
cancer,	so	they	could	continue	with	their	studies	in	a	safe	
environment	while	receiving	treatment.	The	new	Assisi	Hospice	
will	also	feature	a	dedicated	Paediatric	Ward	to	care	for	young	
patients	and	their	families.

DO	
YOU	
KNOW…



•	 Assisi	Hospice’s	story	began	in	Mount	Alvernia	
Hospital,	as	a	new	inpatient	wing	the	FMDM	
sisters	built	for	chronically-ill	patients.	Opened	
in	1969,	it	was	named	Khoo	Block,	in	memory	
of	donor	Khoo	Teck	Puat’s	father.

•	 In	1982,	we	began	to	offer	respite	care	
and	was	renamed	Assisi	Home	-	after	the	
birthplace	of	St	Francis	of	Assisi.	Two	years	
later,	we	expanded	into	hospice	care	for	
cancer	patients.

•	 In	1992,	the	FMDM	Sisters	established	
hospice	care	as	a	dedicated	mission	and	Assisi	
Home	&	Hospice	was	set	up	to	this	end.

•	 As	the	community’s	need	for	hospice	care	
grew,	we	moved	into	our	current	building	
and	was	officially	opened	in	April	1993	by	
then-President	of	Singapore,	the	late	Mr	Wee	
Kim	Wee.	Later	that	year,	we	discontinued	the	
admission	of	long-term	care	patients,	to	focus	
on	hospice	care	for	terminally-ill	patients.

•	 In	2007,	we	were	renamed	Assisi	Hospice,	
signifying	our	commitment	to	the	mission	to	
serve	all	who	are	suffering	and	in	need	of	end	
of	life	care,	regardless	of	their	condition.

OUR
HERITAGE

Changing facades over the year



OUR	WORK	AT	
ASSISI	HOSPICE Over	the	years,	we	have	cared	for	many	

patients	in	our	existing	premises.	While	it	
has	served	our	mission	well,	there	have	been	
challenging	times	too,	when	we	were	limited	
by	our	size	and	capacity	in	introducing	more	
dignity-in-care	initiatives	for	patients;	the	
waiting	list	for	a	bed	also	means	that	care	for	
our	patients	is	not	as	timely	as	it	should	be.

By	end-2016,	Assisi	Hospice	will	move	into	
a	new	purpose-built	building,	marking	a	
new	chapter	in	our	history	and	a	big	leap	in	
palliative	care	in	Singapore.	The	new	facility	
will	see	an	increase	in	capacity,	allowing	us	
to	serve	more	than	two	times	the	current	
number	of	patients	every	year.

Today,	we	care	for	more	than	1,000	
patients	each	year,	providing	palliative	
care	for	patients	with	life-limiting	
illnesses.	Our	patient	care	focuses	on	
managing	their	symptoms	and	pain	so	
they	can	be	as	physically	comfortable	
as	possible,	and	supporting	patients	
and	their	families’	psychosocial	needs.

We	are	the	only	hospice	in	Singapore	
to	provide	the	whole	continuum	of	
inpatient,	home	care	and	day	care	
services.	As	a	charity,	our	donor	
support	helps	us	provide	care	to	all	
patients,	regardless	of	faith,	age,	race	
and	financial	position.

THE	NEXT	LAP

We invite you to be a part of the new Assisi 
Hospice journey. 



FROM	DREAM	TO	REALITY
The	 new	 hospice’s	 design	 philosophy	 focuses	 on	 supporting	
health	and	well-being.	We	have	poured	much	thought	and	love	
into	every	detail,	 from	the	building	and	room	orientation,	to	the	
creation	 of	 private	 spaces	 for	 families,	 and	 decentralisation	 of	
nursing	 stations	 so	 they	 can	 be	 closer	 to	 patients.	 Study	 trips	
were	made	to	hospices	 in	USA	and	Hong	Kong;	patients’	 family	
members	 were	 roped	 in;	 local	 and	 international	 experts	 in	
specialised	fields	such	as	palliative	care,	psychiatry	and	paediatric	
palliative	medicine	were	consulted	–	we	left	no	stone	unturned	in	
our	commitment	to	the	needs	of	our	patients	and	their	families.

When	 ready,	 it	 will	 be	 the	 largest	 and	 most	 comprehensive	
hospice	 providing	 home	 care,	 day	 care	 and	 inpatient	 services.	
As	Mr	Ronny	Tan	(Chairman,	Assisi	Hospice)	shared,	“We	did	go	
far	enough,	setting	a	new	baseline	for	the	sector	and	future	new	
hospices	will	also	benefit.”

Laying the foundation of the new Assisi Hospice



The Building Fundraising and Hospice Development 
Committees were constituted as	ad-hoc	sub-
committees	of	the	Board.

Held	tender	for	Multi-Disciplinary	Team	of	
Consultants.	Final	team,	led	by	architect	and	lead	
consultant	New	Space	Architects	Private	Limited,	was	
appointed	after	a	rigorous	selection	process.

Piling works completed.

2012

Aug 2014

2008
Idea of new Assisi Hospice mooted;	

started	discussion	with	MOH	on	building	a	larger	
hospice	on	adjoining	state	land.

Task	force	was	formed	to	work	on	a	developmental	
proposal.	It	comprised	Board	Members,	staff	and	

volunteers	such	as	architects	and	healthcare	specialists.

Collaboration with MOH	finalised	and	
announced	by	Minister	for	Health,	Mr	Gan	Kim	
Yong,	at	our	Annual	Charity	Dinner.

Nov 2011

Held ground-breaking ceremony	at	new	site	-		
graced	by	Mr	Gan	Kim	Yong	(Minister	for	Health),	His	
Grace,	the	Most	Reverend	Monsignor	William	Goh	

(Archbishop	of	Singapore),	Ms	Ho	Ching	(Patron,	Assisi	
Hospice),	Board	of	Directors	and	FMDM	Sisters.

Aug 2013

Soilbuild Construction Group	was	
appointed	as	main	building	contractor.

Sep 2014

Completion of main building.
Mar 2016

Architectural,	façade	and	interior	design	works	to	be	completed.	
Completion and move to the new Assisi Hospice.

Jul-Dec 2016

Ceremony	to	place	figurines	of	St	Joseph,	the	Holy	
Infant	Jesus	and	the	Immaculate	Heart	of	Mary	

medal	into	construction	grounds	and	prayed	for	the	
successful	construction	of	new	building.

Dec 2014



THE	NEW	
ASSISI	HOSPICE
Built for the future
•	 6-storey	purpose	built	hospice	
•	 85	inpatient	beds,	up	from	existing	37	beds
•	 Expanded	Day	Care	Centre	to	double	capacity	
to	50	patients

•	Double	the	number	of	Home	Care	patients	we	
can	care	for

•	 Patient-centric,	to	cater	to	patients	and	families’	
needs

•	Meets	ageing	community’s	needs

Purpose Built Infrastructure
•	 Space	to	implement	dignity-in-care	initiatives	
for	patients

•	 Environment	that	facilitates	safety	and	
efficiency	of	staff	and	patients

•	Use	of	IT	and	technology	for	better	patient	care	

Paediatric Ward
•	 5	paediatric	beds	for	children	with	life-
threatening	illnesses

•	 Stand-alone	ward	with	family	facilities

Dementia Ward
•	 16-bedded	dementia-friendly	ward

Family Oriented
•	A	comforting	home-like	environment	that	
improves	patients’	quality	of	life

•	 Family	rooms	to	cater	to	loved	ones	who	wish	
to	stay	over

•	Cosy	communal	spaces	for	patients	and	
families	to	interact

•	 Private	spaces	for	families	who	wish	to	grieve

Paediatric Ward

Communal Dining Area

Single Ward

Dementia Ward

Day Care



To find out how you can be part of the new Assisi Hospice journey, 
visit www.assisihospice.org.sg

We	would	like	to	thank	our	Board	of	Directors,	members	of	the	
Task	Force	and	the	Sub-Committees,	volunteers,	donors,	friends	

and	staff	who	have	been	part	of	this	momentous	journey.	
Without	you,	this	would	not	be	possible.	Thank	you!


